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Foreword

Abicentenary yearis the time for reflection, introspection and stock taking. In the two hundredth year :
of Sir Syed's birth it is a good question to ask how relevant are Sir Syed's ideas today? Sir Syed c
emphasized rational thinking in all walks of life. In the field of education his rational thinking | J
translated into an embrace of modern education and a scientific point of view. This simple belief in | /

modem education was a path- breaking decision in his time when the orthodox thinking was against

modemn cducation. In many ways it proved to have far- reaching consequences, touching the lives of millions of people. Aligarh Muslim
University is obviously born out of this simple belicfin modern education.

Sir Syed did not live to see his MAO College becoming Aligarh Muslim University in 1920. He could not have seen what the University
would be like in 2017. But he did have some vision of the future. Great visionaries always do. While presenting his address on 8 January,
1877, at the foundation stone laying ceremony of MAO College, he famously said:

“From the sced which we sow today there may spring up a mighty tree, whose branches, like those of the banyan of the soil, shall in their
turn strike firm roots into the earth, and themselves send forth new and vigorous saplings; that this college may expand into a university,

whose sons shall go forth throughout the length and breadth of the land to preach the gospel of free inquiry, of large- hearted tolerance, and
of pure morality.”

Each word in his address has proved to be prophetic. That mighty tree is Aligarh Muslim University with its many departments and centres.

The students and teachers of Aligarh Muslim University are trying to fulfill Sir Syed's dream. The University has on ofTer hundreds of
courses in various departments of studies. It has consistently figured as one of the top- ranked institutions in the country. It has a vast
network of alumni spread over the globe who take very good care of those branches and saplings that Sir Syed spoke about. The banyan
tree keeps expanding. Its new branches keep growing from strength to strength.

But SirSyedalso spoke about free inquiry, large-hearted tolerance and pure morality.

The spirit of free inquiry is needed today more than ever before. In an age where social media more oflen than not clouds our judgemenlt,
where fake news becomes the order of the day and where knowledge needs to be freed from the

trappings ol power, Sir Syed's emphasis on
free inquiry acquires a new relevance.

His talk about large-hearted tolerance was no mere emply slogan. His lifc typified this spirit of tolerance. Today when religious discord
and misunderstandings can threaten the fabric of society, Sir Syed's spiritoltolerance is needed more than ever.

¥
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test known advocate of morality, Father of the Nation Mohandas Karyp,
greates

‘ “ Sir Syed knew, as would Gandhiji 3 fe
Chand Gandbhi, repcaledly remembered Sir Syed in his speeches about Hindu-Muslim unity. Sir Sye I a few

: (tter place.
decades later, that morality in one's domestic and professional life will make the wor[fjf—l l?t,l.kl;:c o rscontry musthave i -
In other words Sir Syed was talking about students becoming good citizcns._/\ good CI.L:#“JLVCNW o o R Bl
i s e kst OIS e alAhgarh - IIT r th m rood citizens, something that Sir Sycﬁ
quality education to our students, something that was Sir Syed's mission, but also making them g
considered an integral part of their education. — » - ' eniioush e oo
1 am happy that this coffce table book has put a new spotlight on the life and mission (?[. Sfr :z’f:c/:l\lflg‘;ghﬁldus“m Uﬁi chlyzoﬁm?:::j
some rare photographs and relevant extracts from his work. May his words and actions inspl

further!

His call of pure morality is an absolute value. No wonder the

Professor Tariq Mansoor
Vice Chancellor
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh
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Introduction

The grand gates of Bab- ¢ -Syed lead into the heart of Aligarh Muslim University campus which holds the dream of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan. As

one moves along the main road flanked by old and historic buildings, and tall and dense trees on either side, there is a sense of a hallowed past.

Each hUl!dlﬂg hasalitle history, a riveting narrative, the marks of toils and sacrifices. Is there something about the grandeur and history of the
old buildings that modem architecture cannot match or modem architecture is too functionalist, too utilitarian?

Eachbrick of these buildings points to Sir Syed's vision of the future for the education and uplift of a community which was in the throes of an
intellectual and economic crisis. As the busy road buzzes with trafTic, time stands still somewhere pointing to the moment when Sir Syed, a
scholar, a govemment official, an aristocrat, unmindful of any false pride and bruised ego, asked for donations and help to build an institution

which would serve endless generations of the nation. The strength and stability of the concrete structures and the greenery of the campus are
symbolic of Sir Syed's indefatigable spirit and optimism which did not accept defeat even in the face of the greatest obstacles.

There is some correspondence between Sir Syed's personality and the structures that were erected under his supervision. His powerful self
finds expression in those strong structures. Or they are an extension of his self! Sir Syed's face, full, expressive, expansive, has its mark on
all representative buildings of Mummahadan Anglo-Oriental College. His impressive gait lends its charm to his architectural vision. If Sir

Syed cannot be separated from his books, the old structures of Aligarh Muslim University can also not be seen without pausing to think
about the man that Sir Syed was.

Up ahead on the left is the sanctified niche for the pursuit of knowledge namely Maulana Azad library, arguably one of the most well-

stocked libraries in Asia. A huge portrait of Sir Syed with his long white beard and far seeing eyes seems to extract a pledge from the
viewer to follow knowledge like a sinking star.

There with all the computers, books, journals, magazines, separate wings for separate areas of study one cannot but help go back to the
moment when the first shelf must have come into existence with just a few books and a load of hopes and dreams. Appropriately it was Sir
Syed's personal collection of books which first worked as a library in Lytton Library, which was later shifted to Maulana Azad Library.

In 2017, the bicentenary year of Sir Syed's birth, Aligarh Muslim University has grown in all possible directions: infrastructure,

enrolments of students, faculty strength and a vast alumni network. Countless number of men and women, bi g and small, celebrated and
unsung, dead and living, have been part of this journey of progress.

Sir Syed had one dream. The dream has benefited millions.
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arh Muslim University enough.

These millions, of the past and the present, cannot thank the founder of Alig ‘
is made to pay a tribute to Sir Syed Ahmad Khan through some new and old pictures. Some rare

ersity more evocatively than probably any words can. Or they
¢l back in time, to sec up close the making of history. Stj]
s an illogical relationship between 'here’ and ‘then’. In a photograph g
rrests a moment but it also brings together the perspective of
Id photograph can yield information ina new perspective,

In the pages that follow a modest attempt
photographs of the people and the buildings tell the narrative of the Univ
probably give greater scope to the reader to usc his imagination, to trav
photography, to recall a distinction made by Roland Barthes, invoke
place, thing or person is present but in a past moment. An old photograph a
the photographer, the person photographed and the viewer. In the presentan o
Does a photograph present incontrovertible evidence of reality? Maybe not in the age of PhOtOShOP' but the rc_:latlonship between
photography and reality was a very revealing one in the carly ycars of photography in mid-nincteenth ccmury.ArPhlilosop}?er and writer
John Berger hints at the relationship between positivism, photography and sociology in his book Annlhc’.f‘ Way of fe_lf'mg (.Vm[uge, 1982).
In many pictures used in this book that relationship is very real. Thusa slightly later day picture of the Aligarh Muslim University's riding
team with the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru shows notonly immaculately turned out boys butalso smartly dressed girls. Does not
this picture give a lie to horse riding being called a man's sport? Or does not this picture bust the stereotypical image of Aligarh Muslim
University in popular imagination? The link between positivism, photography and sociology cannot be dismissed ofThand.

Any picture from the past requires some knowledge of the past for a proper understanding and appreciation. A lot of things in many late
nineteenth century photographs used in this book--dresses, objects, mannerisms--can be understood properly only when placed in their
proper context. A simple photograph of Sir Syed's dining table reveals a man who embraced not only the material aspect of modernity but
also the idea and the philosophy of being modern. Sir Syed famously advocated sharing of food with Europeans against the orthodox
opinion in his time and he was a generous host at his dinner table. Sir Syed used white cloth on the table with china crockery, forks and
spoons (Enayat Ullah quoted in K.A. Nizami's Sir Sved Album). An early picture ofa dining hall in Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College
shows all students sitting stiffly in their chairs, probably waiting for their meal to be served. The picture reflects Sir Syed's vision of group

solidarity at the dining table.
Victorian men and women took great pride in their heavy and formal dressing. The casual and comfortable wear that is the order of the day in

our times was not quite the in thing in the third quarter ofthe nineteenth century. Most pictures of the founders of MAO College show a formal
dressing. Students were required to dress up formally witha cap on their head. Dressed in Sherwani, a formal dress at any rate, probably our
answer (o Victorian sense of duty reflected in heavy dressing, the look of students in the pictures is anything but casual. With their eyes firmly
fixed on the camera both the children and their elders look a bit too solemn in the photographs from today's standards. No onc in the pictures
has even a faint smile on his face. It is not that people did not laugh heartily then. Buta photography session was an event in their life, a formal

occasion demanding formal manners and a formal expression. In fact, Sir Syed was known for his good nature, his ready smile, his laughter
and his praciical jokes. The photographs sometimes tell a story with some gaps. The reader must fill up those gaps.

The text used in the book also tries to fill up that gap. Scant though it is, in the manner ol books that tell their story through pictures, it
supplizs that issing context o understand the photographs in a more complete manner. The liberal sprinkling of Sir Syed's words in the
.ches. are intended to complement the photographs. Two narratives, of pictures and

baok. taken (Tom his books, essays, letters and spee
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words, are different only in their mode of
they try to capture the essence of the man
in Sir Syed'sand MAO College's life

arration and notin their substance. Both may appear disjointed at times butin the final analysis
and his work. The ordering of the two narratives does not strictly follow a chronology of events
but that hardly distracts the focus away from the man and his mission.

Cvie > t SNCEC) . . P - .

Even then a pho 'ograph‘. specially an old photograph retains a welcome element of ambiguity because of the distance between the
moment of arrest in the picture and the moment ofits contemplation
prclan‘F ofanart '0.7'“1- 1.1 1s not only the mimetic function of photography but also its potential to evoke reflection, sometimes nostalgia,
inthe viewer that brings it closer to an art form,

in the present, It is because of this gap that photography maintains the

Sir Syed's personality and ideas have been the subject of
explored at length, among other subjects, the
cducation of Muslims, and the

a plethora of studics. Scholarly works on Sir Syed and MAO College have

Aligarh movement, the influence of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan on the question of reform and

. ! religious beliels of Sir Syed. Other studies, not alw
document interesting information about the pe

therole that Aligarh has played in the history o

ays well known, are of informative nature which

ople who helped Sir Syed in his mission, about the buildings of MAO College, and about
fthe nation.

This book can be placed somewhere in the middle of these two categoric

o o s. It weaves its narrative through pictures and brief extracts from
the writings of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, It seeks to hear the echo of Sir Sye

d's words in the present times.
1t is more than a coﬂ"cc lablc.book in that it responds to both the mimetic and contemplative aspect of photographs. It is intended to arrest
some rare moments in the history of MAO College and its founder but also o stir the reader's imagination so that he or she can recreate

those momcr.usl from his or her vantage point. Each photograph is intended to tell an interesting story and cach short extract from Sir
Syed's work is intended to whet the intellectual appetite of the reader,

Mohammad Asim Siddiqui
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh
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Sir Syed's Birth and Family
. . Y i ing the
Syed Ahmad Khan(1817-1898), now almost universally known as Sir Syed, came from an illustrious Delhi family which amv ¢d in India d:mrlb y
e o Savvi ma
reign of Mughal emperor Akbar and was part of Mughal administration until the period of Akbar Shah IL Sir Syed's father Sayyid M(.) - hed
. ) . = - she
Muttagi Khan enjoyed the patronage of the royal court. Sir Syed's mother Azizun Nisa was the daughter of Khwaja Fariduddin, a very dISlll'lg;||5 hi
: . Lhis
scholar of geometry, astronomy, philosophy and mysticism who also worked as Akbar Shah II's minister. Sir Syed was born on 17 October 18172

C - . . i / 3 : ion lo an
maternal grandfather's house which was known as Khwaja Fariduddin Haveli. His mother, known for her charitable works and her opposit '
form of superstition, brought him up in this house,

Sir Syed's Family Tree

Muhammad (SAW)

Fatima Zahra (R.A.) Amirul Mu'manin Ali Tbne Abi Talib Syed Jafar Syed Muhammad
Imam Husain (AS) Imam Zainul 'Abidin (AS) Syed Isa Syed Abul Fateh
Imam Muhammad Bagir (AS) Imam Ja'far Sadiq (AS) Syed Ali Syed Yar Husain
Imam Musa Kazim (AS) Imam Ali Musa Riza (AS) Syed Kazimuddin Husain Syed Jafar
Imam Muhammad Tagi (AS) Syed Musa Mubarga' Syed Bagqir Syed Musa
Syed Abi Abdullah Ahmad Syed Muhammad A'raj Syed Sharfuddin Husain Syed Ibrahim
Syed Muhammad Ahmad Syed Ahmad Syed Hafiz Ahmad Syed Aziz
Syed Musa Syed Ahmad Syed Muhammad Dost Syed Burhan
Syed Muhammad Syed Ali Syed Muhammad Imad Syed Muhammad Hadi

Syed Muhammad Muttaqi Syed Ahmad
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here on 17 October 1817.
li Sir Syed Ahmad Road.

"SI': Syed's Haveli in Daryaganj, Delhi. Sir Syed was bom
¢ Delhi Government has named the road near the Have




his grand Havel

ion,

f Sir Syed's Haveli (2017)
except for a very small port
has been converted to flats and shops

view o

An inside
Unfortunately,
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I817-1898

; Syved Hanud in childhooed

Sir Syed Ahmad Khna

Sir Syed's Family

Sir Syed was 19 when he married Parsa Begum, also
known as Mubarak Begum. After twenty five years of
their marriage, Parsa Begum died. Sir Syed did not
remarry despitc his friends’ insistence.

Sir Syed and Parsa Begum had two sons, Syed Hamid and
Syed Mahmud,anda daughter, Amina.

Sir Syed's elder son Syed Hamid was born on 16 February
1849. Sir Syed took him to England in 1869 during his
visil.

Syed Hamid joined the government service as a sub-
Registrar and later worked as Superintendent of Police.

Hedied in 1894,

Sir Syed's second son Syed Mahmud was born on 24 May

1850. A brilliant student since his childhood, he won a

scholarship to study in England, stood first at the annual

examination of the Christ College, Cambridge University

and gota Barrister's diploma from Lincoln’s Inn.

He was the first Muslim in North India who passed

Barrister's examination from Britain.

Mahmud distinguished himself in his career, writing

books and devoting himself to the cause of Mushim

education. He started practicing law in Allahabad and

also took up a teaching assignment in 1875 at Muir

College, Allahabad. Before finally resigning from his job

to concentrate on the development of MAO College, he

had been clevated to the position of a Judge in North

Western Province High Court, Allahabad.

Syed Mahmud died on 8 May 1903.

Sir Syed's daughter Amina was born in 1860. She died at

the young age of 10.

Sir Syed Speaks

“Aman should be upright, truthful and rightcous even in dealing with the enemy. This alone is the way to get an upper hand over the enemy,
otherwiseitis nothing but disgracing one's own self before an adversary.”

(Tahzibul Akllaq, Yol. 111, p.194)

SRR
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Syed Mahmud and Anand Bhawan

Allahabad's famous Anand Bhawan, the ancestral home of Nehrus, was once the property of Syed Mahmud. Indira Gandhi writes " The house (Anand
Bhawan) belonged ariginally to Mr Justice Mahmud who sold it to Raja Permanand of Moradabad, Judge of Shahjahanpur, from whom it was bought
by my grandfather, Pandit Motilal Nehru, in 1900" (David Lelyveld, "The Mystery Mansion" in Little Magazine, vol. 1V: issue 4),
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SIR SYED IN GOVERNMENT
SERVICE

It was an important decision in Sir Syed's life when in 1839 he joined as
Nayab Munshi in the Office of the Commissioner at Agra. Duning his
posting at Agra, he wrote Jam-e-Jam, which was a brniefl but important
historical account of all rulers of Delhi. Beginning 1n 1842, he spent four
years in Fatehpur Sikri, during which period he wrote three books. He
moved to Delhi and remained there from 1846 to 1854, except for two
short term assignments in Rohtak. Promoted as Sadar Amin, he came to
Bijnor in 1855, Before his voluntary retirement i 1876 from his busy and
uring government job, he had his postings in Moradabad, Ghazipur,

Aligarh and Banaras.

Sir Syed was posted in Fatchpur Sikn (1842 - 1846)
He was given a residence i Fatehpur Sikn which had carlier
been the "'kKhwabgah' (sleeping chamber) of Emperor Akbar.
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Victona School
at Ghazipur established =,
by Sir Syed in 1863

On 12 May 1862, Sir Syed was transferred to Ghazipur. In 1863, he established the Scientific Society in Ghazipur
and prepared a scheme for the translation of English works into Urdu.
He also started a school in Ghazipur.

B Sir Syed Speaks

"God does not communicate his command in black and white; it can, however, be seen writ large on the walls of time."

(Speech at Amritsar, 29 January 1884)
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In August 1867, Sir Syed was appointed the Judge of Small Causes Court in Banaras

Sir Sved Speaks

“Idleness is a word whose meaning is not rightly comprehended by people. They think that abstaining from manual work, and laziness
in routine duties is all that idleness implies. They do not realize that realidleness is the idleness of heart and mind.”
(from Tahzibul Akhlag, Vol. 111, 11 March 1872)

S Gatao =
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REVOLT OF 1857

Sir Syed experienced lirsthand the bloodshed, shootings and hangings which happened during the Revolt of 1857, His uncles and cousins were

shot dead by the Briush soldicrs during the Revolt. His mother became a mental wreek due to the violence and bloodshed that she witnessed all

around her. The entire might of the British government was direeted against Indians, especially against the Muslims of Delhi and surrounding
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arcas. Two of Sir Syed's works were the result of his experience of the Revolt. Tarikh-i-Sarkashi-i-Bijnaur ( The History of the Bijnaur Uprising)
tween May 1857 and April 1858. Asbab-i-Baghawat-i-Hind ( The Causes of the Indian
headed analysis of the causes of the Revoltof 1857.

is a fairly objective account of the events in Bijnor be
Revolt),one of the most cited works in modern Indian history, is a very clear-
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Capture of the last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar (1857)
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Sir Syed Speaks

“After the Revolt [ was grieved neither on account of the |
plunder of my house nor on account of the loss of property
that I had suffered. What saddened my heart was the
misery and destruction of people. When Mr. Shakespeare
offered to me the taluqa of Jahanabad, which originally
belonged to a distinguished Sayyid famly, and yiclded an
annual rental of more than a lac rupecs, as a reward for
my services, my heart was deeply hurt. Usaid to myself:
How can I accept this jagir and become a talugdar while
all the people are in distress. I refused to accept it... For
some days 1 was under the spell of grief and suspense.
Believe me that this grief and concern brought senility to
me and turned my hair grey... But at that time | thought
that it would be extremely unmanly and cowardly on my
part to find refuge in some corner and leave the people
helpless and in distress. No! I should share their distress
and strive hard to avert the calamity by lifting up their
hearts. I gave up the idea of migrating and chose to work
for my people.”
(Lecture: Muslim Educational Conference,
23 December 1886)

TR






